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ARP 2024-5
Ethical Action Plan

Name of practitioner-researcher: Nina Van Volkinburg

	1. What is your project focus?	Comment by Karen Matthewman: This  is a really nice and relatable topic with lots of possible areas of exploration. Maybe some of this feedback can look at how you might look at this quite big topic and break it down into a manageable research question or title for the unit. Don’t forget to encapsulate within that title/ question the Social Justice aspect. 

My project aims to explore how higher education content (specifically in my field of fashion marketing) can be transformed into concise, engaging formats suitable for social media platforms like Instagram, TikTok, or YouTube. It will evaluate the effectiveness of "snackable" content in maintaining academic integrity while increasing accessibility and engagement for students.	Comment by Karen Matthewman: You are doing two things here- looking at creating content like this and also evaluating whether it is a good thing to do and actually meets the idea of increased engagement. Be careful about assumptions and how you acknowledge those assumptions. Are you saying/ assuming this snackable content is a good thing? That it works to engage students in learning? If so what evidence is it already based on? Are you saying it might be good and you want to evaluate whether that is true or not. In this case it could be more about you curating content that is already out there and getting students to evaluate it. Creating a clear research question or title will help you frame what you really want to investigate and then this will help you determine your methods. 

This research is valuable for students and developments in higher education for several key reasons:	Comment by Karen Matthewman: It feels like you are assuming that this content is positive. That is OK- just make sure that is represented in your positionality. Looking for the ‘good’ in something and taking a subjective position that the thing you are looking at is good  is called appreciative enquiry and might be worth looking into. 

1. Increased Accessibility: Social media platforms offer an accessible way to deliver educational content. By transforming traditional academic materials into "snackable" formats like short videos or infographics, more students—including those who might struggle with conventional methods—can access and engage with content more easily. This inclusivity is crucial for students with varied learning preferences, time constraints, or disabilities.	Comment by Karen Matthewman: Are they always accessible? Check your meaning of the word as accessibility has a particular meaning in the HE context and links to inclusive practices, disability etc. Think about your definititons
2. Engagement in Learning: Today’s students are digital natives, accustomed to consuming information quickly and efficiently through SM platforms. By aligning educational content with these familiar formats, institutions can boost engagement, making learning more attractive and digestible. Increased engagement can lead to improved retention and comprehension, as students are more likely to interact with content that feels relevant and engaging to their everyday lives.
3. Bridging the Gap Between Academia and Real-World Skills: The project highlights how higher education can adapt to modern communication methods, preparing students for the digital-first world they’ll face in their careers. Learning how to navigate and use social media platforms for knowledge dissemination equips students with practical skills they’ll need in many industries, from marketing to education.
4. Promoting Lifelong Learning: Short-form content can reach individuals beyond traditional students, offering continuous education opportunities to graduates or working professionals. This fosters a culture of lifelong learning, where individuals can continue to access educational content in a convenient format as they progress through different stages of their lives.


	2. What are you going to read about? 
	Comment by Karen Matthewman: Great start! Remember that the first learning outcome and the one that is key is around Social Justice. How will that figure in your question and your reading? You may also want to read around some methods and analysis ideas as you decide on how you will collect your data and how you will analyse it  
· Research on microlearning, educational psychology, and social media engagement strategies.
· Studies about the impact of short-form video and media on learning outcomes.
· Ethical considerations in digital education and content dissemination.


	3. What action are you going to take in your teaching practice?

· I will create short-form educational content suitable for social media, experiment with various formats (video, infographics, etc.), and analyse student engagement.
· Involvement will include educators in higher education, social media experts, and students who will participate by consuming the content and providing feedback.

	4. Who will be involved and how?	Comment by Karen Matthewman: Doing a survey, semi structured interviews and creating content is an awful lot for one very little project with a few weeks to do it.  Have a think about where your focus lies and how that will best be served in terms of methods. 

Predominantly, MA and BA students at the Fashion Business School. All will be over 18 and will be involved by providing feedback through a survey and semi-structured interviews.

I would also like to interview experts within digital learning teams. 


	5. What are the health & safety concerns, and how will you prepare for them?

1. Ensuring that content complies with platform guidelines and is accessible to all students, including those with disabilities (e.g., captioning videos).
2. Addressing concerns about screen time and digital wellbeing by offering supplementary offline resources.

Regarding data collection, no H&S concerns are present. All participants will be free to stop their involvement in the research at any point. 


	6. How will you protect the data of those involved?

Participant anonymity will be maintained, and any data collected (engagement metrics, feedback, etc.) will be stored securely and used only for academic purposes. Students will be informed and provide consent before participating in surveys or interviews. Results will also be shared with participants at the end of the project. 


	7. How will you work with your participants in an ethical way?


The participants will be fully informed about the project’s aims, methods, and potential outcomes. Consent will be obtained before any data collection, and participants will have the right to withdraw at any time. I will adhere to the UAL Ethics Policy at all times. Content will respect intellectual property rights, ensuring no copyrighted materials are used without permission.
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